Jeffrey Wigand

The insider who blew smoke at Big Tobacco

Borm: Dec. 17, 1942 Personal: Divercid, thiee childron. Greabost accomplishment: Making a
differance in students’ lves. Favoribe movie: Star Wars. Yet to accomplish: Stricter regulation
of tobacon products, going Lo lw andloer medical school. When happlest: In the classronm.

By DAVID ENRICH

effrey Wigand hadn't planned to

risk everything to single-handed-

Iy take on the multibillion-dollar

tobaceo industry. But in the spring
of 1993, Wigand —a lifth-thegree black belt,
Zen student, biochemistry Ph.D., and self-
deseribed "truth secker™ =lound himself
poized to do just that.

Five vears earlier, Wizand had become
the chief scientist al the Louvisville, Ky.-
based Brown & Williamson Tobacco Corp.,
eager to help dovelop a less addictive, less
harmful cigarette. But he soon realized the
company had a financial stake in addict-
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ing people; Wigand was actually relieved
when he was fired. "My 1].ulghl:l.'r'.¢ would
come home from school asking me why |
was kalling people in my job,” sayvs Wigand,
now 58, He had agreed to stay mum on
company seerets, but his lingeriog guilt led
him tostart talking = even though it meant
risking the severnnce package that his fam-
ilv (especially his middle daughter, who
hag spina bifida) depended on. In elan-
destine interviews with government in-
vestigators, lawyers, and journalists,
Wigand helped interpret incriminating
dlocuments and dizeloced detail afier de-
Lail of what he had witnessed.
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outraged. People followed Wigand home.
He received threatening calls, He found o
bullet in his mailbox, B&W sued him for
violating a confidentiality ngreement. The
company even publicized unsubstantiat-
el allegntions of shoplifting and domestic
abuge from Wigand's past, The pressure
Erew loo intense for his wile. She Gled for
divores and moved to Texas, taking their
children. “1 didn’t expect my marriage to
be at risk,” he sayx.

The media, too, dizappointed
Wigand. In August 1995, he taped
an interview with CBS's &6 Min-
itfex inwhich he accused BEW ex-
eccutives of lving to Congress and
making their cigaretics more ad-
dictive. Fearing lawsuils, CBS
lawvers balked. By the time the
sepment sired in February 1996,
Wigand had endured two vears of
industry harassment. But it was
waorth it. The 60 Minutes picee—
as immorialized in the 1999 film
The Insider—reinforced public
distrust of Big Tobacco. And
Wigand's damning court testimo-
ny helped pave the way fora 1998
*master seitlement™ in which the
industry agreed to pay $206 hil-
lion to 46 states lor smoking-re-
lated medical expenses,

Today, Wigand's passion is
woarking wilh kids. He taught high
school seience and Japanese, and
hewas namied one of the country’s
top teachers in 1996, Be !umlung
though, Wigand lelt Lowswlle.
*The industry wouldn’t leave me
alone,” he says, “They were sub-
poenaing my classroom reconds.”
In 1995 he moved to Charleston,
8.C., to be near his father and close
[riends. He founded the nonprof-
il Smoke-Free Kids, which in-
forms students of the industry's plan to
"hook them young, hook them for life.”
The former corporate executive still re-
ceivies an occasional anonymous death
threat, but he welcomes the resistance.
“When I'm doing m:lmlhmg right,” !u-
zays, “the lobacco companies squeal.”
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John F. Kennedy. [Foe] e manner in
which ha dealt with Khwushchew and the
Guban missile crisis. [And] the manner in

winch heo daall with human vakies and in-
tegrity and so forth, | wished he would
have surdved the [:IT[TE-iﬁll ficy and Wasn'l
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